
The Communiqué is a monthly newsletter of Parkside Church. Chris Bennett, Senior 
Pastor; Josh Heimiller, Associate Pastor; Carol Wilcox , Childrenôs Pastor, John Payne, 
Pastor of Worship Arts; Lucas Miller: Pastor of Student Ministries; Natasha Porter , Director 
of Child Life Learning Center; Fratima Romero , Office Administrator ; Carol Alumbaugh, 
Administrative Assistant ; Julie Barron, Facility Coordinator;  Robert Contreras,  Facility 
Superintendent.  

Office hours:  Mon. ïThurs. 9:00 AM ï 4:00 PM  

Phone:  661 -871-0840     ð     Fax:  661 -871-0924  

Child Life Learning Center Phone: 661 -871-0868  

E-mail: office@connectgrowreach.org      ð     Web Page: www.connectgrowreach.org  

Parkside Church Mission:  Our mission is to help people to connect with God, 
grow with others and to reach the world.  
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Coming to a Church Near You!  

  Parkside Church will host its annual Mission Sunday on 
October 31st.  At least fifteen local mission 
agencies will be sharing their ministries with us 
through displays, oral presentations, and 
literature.  Three ministries will be highlighted in 
the worship services.  Plan now to be present on 
this exciting Sunday! 

W 
e need you to make our circle of prayer complete. Saturday, 
August 7 to Sunday, August 8 will be a 24-Hour Prayer & 

Worship Vigil sponsored by our College Grow Group. To be part of 
this powerful prayer and praise ministry, sign up in the lobby  for the 
time slot that works best for you. Besides times of personal prayer 
there will be Live Worship Sessions and Corporate Prayer Sessions. 
The College Grow Group has put together a schedule of these.  

1 Hour Live Worship Sessions in the Worship Center: 
8:30amðKickoff Celebration  
12:30pmðAll about Love 
5:30pmðCommunion  
9:30pmðPersonal Reflection 

Corporate Prayer Sessions following Worship starting at: 
9:30am-Pray for our Country  
1:30pmðPray for our Community  
6:30pmðPray for our Church 
10:30pmðPray for our Missionaries & the Nations  
12:30amð6:30am Live Worship and Prayer Activities through the 
night.  
8:30amðSunday Morning Worship Service. 



MEAN CHRISTIANS ï THATôS AN OXYMORON IF IôVE EVER HEARD ONE. 
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F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R . . .  

 The Christian faith can hold its 
own in the public arena of debate.  Itôs 
defensible on the basis of the facts of 
history, archaeology, linguistics, and 
other relevant disciplines.  The one 
thing for which Christianity has no 
credible response is the inconsistent 
behavior of those who call themselves 
followers of Christ.  

 A few weeks ago, it was 
announced that Christopher 
Hitchens had to cut short a book 
tour because of a medical crisis.  
He has been diagnosed with 
esophageal cancer and has begun 
chemotherapy.  In case you donôt 
recognize the name, Hitchens is the 
militant atheist who has debated a 
number of Christian apologists.  His 
book, God Is Not Great was a 
bestseller a few years back and caused 
quite a stir.  He writes with wit and 
sarcasm.  He uses demeaning and 
insulting language of anyone who 
embraces the Christian faith.  

 Not surprisingly, I first heard 
about Christopher Hitchensô illness on 
Facebook.  A wide range of responses 
followed the link that was posted.  
Several were from believers who 
expressed concern, offered hope for his 
recovery, and said they were praying 
for him.  But then there were also the 
sort of comments I feared:  ñHow 

apropos, losing the throat with which 
he used to blasphemeé.ò; and 
ñHitchens will soon find out there 
really is a God!ò  These comments 
made me wonder, ñDo Christians really 
care if Christopher Hitchens bends his 
knee to Christ?ò  I believe most do - 
but sadly, there are some who hope for 
his eternal punishment.   

 Will Christopher Hitchens 
eventually be swayed by the 
theological arguments of 

Christians? Scripture testifies that 
the Spirit of God can penetrate the 
hardest heart.  But itôs quite 
possible the thing that may cause a 

breakthrough in Hitchensô heart is not 
a persuasive argument, but the love of 
God ï as expressed through Godôs 
people.  

 If youôve ever felt offended by 
Hitchensô scorn for what you hold 
sacred, this would be a good time to 
remember Jesusô call to ñturn the other 
cheekò and to ñpray for those who 
despise you.ò  The best ñargumentò for 
faith may not be an argument at all - 
but love and respect. 

 Celebrating someoneôs cancer 
will never represent Jesus 
convincingly.  Mean people donôt win 
hearts. 

Chris Bennett, Pastor 

CANCER  

Linda: (Dana Powellôs co-worker) CT scan this 
week possible Stage 4 lung cancer. Please pray for 
her salvation. 
Al Montes: Preparing for another round of 
chemo. 
Ken Johns: (JoAnn Harmelôs brother-in-law) 
Diagnosed with terminal lung cancer.  
Iris Morales: (IM Missionary) Fallen into a 
coma after her lung collapsed while taking final 
treatment for Stage 4 cancer. 
Monique: (friend of Jason & Karen Dixon) 
Diagnosed with Stage 3 breast cancer. 
Sonia Reyes: (friend of Robert & Susan) 
Diagnosed with State 4 cancer. Her family has 
performed the puppets for us in the park.  
Walt: (Marie McKnightôs son) Cancer returned. 
 
M ILITARY  
Please pray for physical & spiritual safety for:  
Brandon Bonnet: deployed to Afghanistan for a 
year. 
Micah Combs: (Patti Knostôs son) Being 
stationed overseas. 
Shay Gooding: (Jaredôs wife) Needs orders from 
the Navy to relocate from the Great Lakes to San  
Diego to be with her husband, Jared. 
Deannaôs brother: (submitted by Norman 
Lewis) Safety as he is sent to Italy. 
Ryan Decker: (Ken & Lyn Fasuloôs son) Getting 
out of the Army. Pray for work when he returns 
and benefits for wife and 2 kids. 
 
V ARIOUS  
Bob Fields: Home but not doing well.  
Lloyd Scroggins: In skilled nursing recovering 
from broken tail bone sustained by falling off his 
roof. 
Gil Straw: Please keep his mom & family in 
prayer as his dad is very close to going home to be 
with the Lord.  
Betty Malamma: Liver problems.  
Penny Pavletich: Home while recovering from 
surgery. 
Penny Stokes: Recovering from foot surgery. 
Colleen Loos: Recovering nicely at Health South 

from hip replacement and broken elbow.  
Simone Lopez: Facing gallbladder surgery. 
Lorraine: (submitted by Robin Jaske) Facing hip 
replacement surgery. Please pray for her salvation 
and healing. 
Donna Ramalho: Please pray that son will sell 
house in New Mexico. 
Faye Hopson: (Carol Owenôs sister) Moved to 
skilled nursing facility due to Alzheimer's. Pray for 
husband and family. 
David Kitchen: (neighbor to the Longs) Back in 
intensive care after heart surgery and colon 
surgery. 
Mary Straw: Pray her house sells. 
 
PRAISE  
Ken & Lyn Fasulo: We love the heart of this 
church. We are praying for the leaders and 
pastors. You are a great encouragement and doing 
Godôs work with more effectiveness than you will 
ever know. Praise God!! 
Patrick Smith: Thank you God for Mike & Jill 
Lowery, whom we love dearly and also for John & 
Jennifer Payne, who are equally awesome. Thanks 
for the blessing of incredible friends!  
Aunt Marg: (Erin Carterôs aunt) White blood 
count is normal.  
Dennis Owens: (Greg Owenôs brother) Doing 
well! Thanks for the prayers 
John England: Praising God for a job with the 
Bakersfield Rescue Mission. Thank you for your 
faithful prayers over the last 2-3 years! 
Alicia Dill: Made it back from France safely. 
Thank you so much for all of your prayers. 
Rachel Duffel: Praiseðshe got a job in a doctors 
office as a massage therapist! 
Marie Koch: Praises! My eye surgery went well. 

Once a week, our church 

staff & church prayer group 

pray over each one of these 

requests and rejoices in 

answered prayers!  
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P R A I S E S  &  P R A Y E R  R E Q U E S T S  
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C H U R C H  L I F E  ( C O N T. ) . . .  

Aug.1  
First Service:  
Jay & Mary Sweat 
Jim & Arlene 
Brobst 
Patti Knost  
Second Service:  
Elaine Hourigan  
Larry Payne 
Cecil & Sandy 
Johnson 
 
 
 

Aug 8  
First Service:  
Greg & Andrea 
Owens 
Mel & Willa Mae 
McDowell  
Bea Myers 
Second Service:  
Erin Carter  
Louise Rullman 
Sondra McKnelly 
 
 
 

Aug 15  
First Service:  
Ted & Janet 
Oliver 
Dan & Mary 
Nystrom  
Larry & Susan 
Landis 
Second Service:  
John & Denise 
England 
Erin Carter  
Clint & Cindy 
Blackhawk 

Aug 22  
First Service:  
Pat Ward 
Jay & Mary Sweat 
Second Service:  
Ben & Pat Duffel 
Helen Cress 

S u n d a y  G r e e t e r  R e m i n d e r  

The Caregivers Meeting  
The Caregivers meet on Tuesday, August 3 @ 9:00 am in the Choir/Lecture 
Hall.  
 
The Parkside Care Team Meeting  

The Care Team will not meet until September 12th.  

C a r i n g  &  S h a r i n g . . .  

Aug 29  
First Service:  
Marie Koch 
Janet Thomason 
Evelyn Knight  
Second Service:  
Hank & Sharon 
Hoss 
Ron & Sue Edwards 
Sydney Harter 

Dear Friends at Parkside, 
Thanks so much for your prayers, flowers 

cards and love for Colleen. And many 

thanks to the Prayer Quilt Ministry folk who 

made a beautiful quilt for her and the many 

prayers that went with it. She went through 

her hip fracture and left elbow fracture well 

and is now at Health South rehab hospital 

and is starting the rehab program. Although 

it will be slow, by Godôs grace I believe she 

will make steady progress.   

   Dr. Don Loos 

 We extend 

 our sympathy to  

Sue Edwards and 

Family in the passing 

of her sister-in-law, 

Faye Waits from cancer in 

Shreveport, Louisiana. Our prayers 

extend to her brother, Billy Waits and 

Family as well. Faye is the second wife 

he has lost. 

May the Lord strengthen and comfort 

you during this time of sorrow and grief! 

F R O M  P A S T O R  J O S H . . .  

Are you looking for a way to grow as a follower of Christ?  

Are you thinking about membership at Parkside Church?  

If you said ñyesò to either of those questions, then check out The CGR Course! The CGR Course 
is a four week course that explores the three great callings of any disciple of Jesus Christ: to 
CONNECT with God, GROW with others, and REACH the world. The CGR Course is a great 
NEXT STEP in your spiritual journey. Whether you are a seeker who wants to learn more about 
becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ, or a committed disciple who wants to grow toward spiritual 
maturity, The CGR Course is a great place to start. Plus, completing The CGR Course gets you on 
the path to membership at Parkside Church. 

If you are wondering what to expect in this course, here are a few comments from some of the 
people who have already completed this course: 

ñVery engaging!ò 
ñGood information.ò 
ñThought provoking.ò 
 ñI loved the videos!ò 

ñGreat interaction and discussion with my breakout group.ò 
ñReally helped me define what it means to reach the world.ò 

ñI enjoyed the variety of learning activities.ò 
ñThe material was presented in simple language that I could understand.ò 

 
The next CGR Course begins on Wednesday, August 25. The course will be held on four 
consecutive Wednesday nights from 6:15 ï 7:30 p.m. For more information contact Josh at 319-
9640 or josh@ConnectGrowReach.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Grow Groups Are Coming Soon!  

We will begin sign ups for Fall Grow Groups on Sunday, August 29th! Our Fall Grow Groups will 
meet from September 20 through December 19. There will be several options for when and 
where Grow Groups meet. Starting on Sunday, August 29th, you will be able to view these 
options in our Grow Group catalogue or online at www.ConnectGrowReach.org/
grow-groups.aspx. 

P.S. If you are looking to join a group right now, join one of our Sunday morning 
groups that are currently meeting. You can pick up a flyer in the lobby that lists all of 
the groups currently meeting on Sunday morning.  
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3 Easy Ways to Sign Up:  

1. Check the CGR Course box on the back of your 
Communication Card during one of our worship services. 

2. Visit www.connectgrowreach.com/CGR.aspx 
3. Sign up at the information table in the lobby at Parkside.  



T 
hank you to everyone who made it 

possible for 40 campers to go to 

Parkside Childrenôs Summer Camp! 

Lightseeker campers discovered from Godôs 

Word how to WAKE UP! ïBe ALERT on 

LIFE by taking a STAND for JESUS! The key 

verse for the week explains: ñYou must 

worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if 

someone asks about your Christian 

hope, always be ready to explain it.ò 1 

Peter 3:15, NLT. Special 

appreciation go  to Parkside counselors 

Tammie Pruitt, Carol Edwards, Paige 

Kobdish, Bailey Wanner, Reagan Wanner, 

David Wanner, Tod Weringer, James 

Russell, Zack Payne, Kelly Kobdish (camp 

nurse) for spending 5 days of their summer 

with me and  18 boys and 12 girls from 

Parkside. Total count of kiddos and camper 

adults topped 200!  Blessings! Carol Wilcox 

******************************************

**************************************  

Special Thanks to the Children at 
Parkside Church... for making my day a 
little bit brighter in everyway! Loved my 
ñMay Basket!ò  The Residents of Crest Arms 
 
 

BIG WEDNESDAY START UP FOR 
CHILDREN!! AUGUST 25  
Weôre gearing up for children 2 yrs ï 5th 
grade and Big Wednesday! Hereôs the line up 
for weekly Wed night activities for kids  
2 yrs ï 5th grade: 
5:30 ï 6:00 PM ï Dinner option available 
for fee 
6 ï 6:15 PM Children free play on 
playground 
6:20 ï 7:30 Veggie Connection 4 yrs ï 5th 
grade in classes; Bible/Social Time 2ôs ï 3ôs 
in classroom and child care infant up to 2 yrs 
in nursery.  
See you there!! Bring a friend and join us 
with Bob and Larry and the Cucumber 
Family!!!  
******************************************
**************************************  
PARKSIDE CHURCH CHILDRENôS 
VISION STATEMENT  
We will come alongside families to 
help children:  
KNOW GOD ï Sunday School, 
Big Wednesday, MOPS (2nd & 
4th Thurs), Summer Camp, VBS 
GROW WITH GOD & OTHERS ï 
Special activities and ongoing teaching times 
SHOW THE WORLD ï Help children 
understand how to apply Bible truth every 
day  with family, school, friends and 
everyday life relationships. 
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CHILDRENôS MINISTRIES . . .  

By phone call  the church officeð661- 871-0840  
By emailðcarolwilcox@connectgrowreach.org 

C o n t a c t  I n f o  f o r  C a r o l  W i l c o x  

Childrenôs Summer Camp Thanks 
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S T U D E N T  M I N I S T R I E S  . . .  

E a s y  W a y s  t o  c o n t a c t  L u c a s  f o r  m o r e  i n f o :  

ñWe exist to help students connect with God, Grow with each other, and reach the World.ò 

Email: Lucas@connectgrowreach.org or Phone: 871-0840  

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY from 9:35ð10:35 a.m. 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY from 9:35ð10:35 a.m. 

M i d d l e  S c h o o l  ( 6 - 8 t h  G r a d e )  m e e t s  i n  R o o m  # 2  

H i g h  S c h o o l  ( 9 - 1 2 t h  G r a d e )  m e e t s  i n  B a s e m e n t  

2 0 1 0  S u m m e r  C a m p  R e v i e w  

A  
s I sit here in my office taking a deep 
breath and realizing that our annual 

summer camps are finally over, my mind 
still continues to drift into those wonderful 
memories. The times shared, lessons 
learned, the laughter heard, the jokes told, 
and who can forget a week without wifi 
coverage? The very elements that make 
summer camp special. 
 This year, consequently the 
idea of a transformed life was the 
theme for both middle school and 
high school summer camps. Stu-
dents learned that basic spiritual 
disciplines were as important as 
texting their friends and Face-
book, in fact theyôre more important. The 
idea of engaging in these disciplines con-
tributed to the spiritual maturity that we 
all must push for. For our high school stu-
dents, they wrestled with the idea that eve-
ryone at one point wears a mask, and that 
mask needs to taken off ñand we, who 
with unveiled faces all reflect the Lordôs 
glory, are being transformed into his like-
ness with ever-increasing glory, which 
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.ò (2 

Cor. 3:18) These very issues were often 
devastating to our students when came to 
grips with who they really were. We can 
hide who we are from others, but God sees 
everything.  
 I would like to invite you to continue 
praying for our students as they wrap up 
their summer activities and prepare for 

another year of school. It is my 
pray that as they start they will 
truly understand who they are in 
Christ Jesus and allow that to 
manifest itself to those around 
them. Make no mistake it will be 
easy for them to give up and dawn 
on that mask again. 

 I also would like to personally thank 
those who helped scholarship a camper. 
Your generosity has not gone unnoticed 
and the impact made by your thoughtful 
heart was life changing. Thanks again. 
 

Many Blessings, 

Lucas Miller  
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M I S S I O N  U P D A T E S . . .  

1  Nick Pavletich 
 Jeremy McNutt   
 Javan Johnson 
 Sandy Fisher 
2 Jacquie Smith  
 Fred Ramirez 
 Hank Hoss 
3 Gene Prewitt  
4 Dana Powell  
 Izavier Bernal 
5 June Johnson 
6 Clay Cress  
10 Bill Karch   
 John Payne 
 Nancy Long 
 Edward King 
 Ray March 

11 Kristen McNutt   
15 Paige Kobdish  
 Jeffrey Clark 
17 Jocelyn Barron 
18 Bob Fields 
 Helen Cress 
19 Ron Edwards 
20 Lorena Ramirez 
 Destinee Hannigan 
21 Sal Guevara 
22 Jamie Wells 
23 Martha Sue Johnson 
 Gretchen Brown 
 Betty Kittredge  
 Amanda Duket 
25 Cameron Rich 
26 Jayven Cervantes 
 Brianna Hughes 

26 Bryce Romero 
27 MacKenzie Bennett 
 Sergio Guevara 
 Zack Patrick 
29 Mike Mara  
 Shirley James 
30 Kaisa Wagner  
 Matthew Montano  
31 Terry McKnelly  
 Chyanne Hughes 
 Summer Wilcox 
 

A u g u s t  B i r t h d a y s  

HUMAN TRAFFICKING: INTERNATIONAL  M IN-

ISTRIES CONFRONTING  SLAVERY IN  OUR TIME  
Today millions of men, woman and children 
are struggling to rise out of poverty and im-
prove their lives. Out of desperation, many of 
them become vulnerable to deception and false 
promises of a better life and find themselves in 
abusive employment situations. At least 12.3 
million adults and children are transported 
(trafficked) away from their homes. They are 
forced to work in factories, restaurants, do-
mestic situations, construction, agriculture, or 
the sex trade for little or no pay. International 
Ministries works to support the principles of 
liberty of the mind and body and is a leader in 
the battle against human trafficking. IM sends 
experienced missionaries and global consult-
ants to work with Christian partners around 
the world in cutting -edge programs to help 
people who have been trafficked. They work 
through Christian partner organizations and 
alongside community leaders, churches and 
governments to help change lives in countries 

like Italy, Bulgaria, Thailand and Laos. A few 
examples of IM missionaries on the frontlines 
fighting this problem are:  
1. Our Jill Loweryôs faithful work with the 
Mitendi Womenôs Center in Kinshasa, 
Congo.  

2. Lori & Matt Mannôs daytime drop-in cen-
ter in Laos for street children to bathe, re-
ceive medical care, meals and education. 

3. Lauran Bethellôs New Life Center for 
women in prostitution in Thailand.  

4. Debbie Kelseyôs initiating a caring ministry 
to Italyôs red light district no other Chris-
tian organization had attempted.  

5. Sarah Chetti ministering to imprisoned 
ñmaidsò in Lebanon who are young en-
slaved girls who have tried to escape their 
masters. 

For more stories and to give to help victims of 
human trafficking go to: 
www.internationalministries.org/give.  
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C H U R C H  L I F E . . .  

CHILD  L IFE  BACK  TO  SCHOOL  W ISH  L IST  
Child Life could really use your help with some items they are in great 
need:  

1. Watercolors 
2. Large/fat markers  
3. Glitter, any colors 
4. Glue sticks 
5. White out  
6. Scotch tape 
7. Erase markers 
Look for the collection boxes in the church lobby. Thank you very much.  

Welcome, New Baby Boy!  
Caedmon Nathanael Eklund was born Wednesday, July 14 at 

1:45 AM. He was 8 lbs and 5 ozs and 21 inches long.  He is the son 

of Chelsea Eklund and the grandson of Mr & Mrs. Craig Garrett. 

Congratulations!  

Covenant Community Services Orientation & Info Meeting on 
Thursday, August 12 from 6 ð7:30 PM  

L  
earn how you can make a difference in the life of an abused child! 
Join Covenant Community Services as we work to protect and care 

for children in the foster care system. Consider becoming a foster 
parent, mentor, or serving youth in foster care, and you can make the 
difference. Attend a Covenant Community Services Orientation and 
Information meeting on Thursday, August 12 @ 6ð7:30pm at Parkside 
Church Conference Room. RSVP by August 10 to Becky at 
Bcolaw@covenantcs.net or call 661-326-8304 for more information 
www.covenantcs.net. 


